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Brussels, March 30 2006 

"The European Union and the Rights of the Child": 
the Commission launches a competition aimed at all 
young people in the EU 

“The European Union and the Rights of the Child”. This is the title of a 
competition launched by Franco Frattini, Vice-President of the European 
Commission responsible for Justice, Freedom and Security, inviting 
European children and teenagers from 10 to 18 years of age to create a 
poster  on children's rights within the Union. The competition aims at 
increasing awareness among European younger citizens about EU actions in 
this field. After a first selection at the national level and a prize-giving 
ceremony organised in each EU country in early May 2006, winning teams of 
the first national prizes will be invited in Brussels for a European prize-giving 
ceremony. The best works will become part of future European campaigns 
for promoting children's rights. The Commission will launch a strategy of 
promotion and protection of children's rights in all Commission's internal 
and external policies in June 2006. 

"Rights are effective only when people are aware of them, assert them and defend 
them" affirmed Vice-President Frattini, adding:" My hope is that young people will 
enjoy working in teams on this subject, while becoming aware of what their rights 
are." 

The young people who will decide to partake in the competition are asked to develop 
a poster comprising a logo and illustrating the idea of protecting, respecting and 
promoting children's rights within the European Union. Participants will be divided 
into two age groups (10-14 years and 15-18 years) and will have to form teams of at 
least four youngsters. The works will be first selected at the national level and the 
first three teams will be invited to a prize-giving ceremony organised in each EU 
country in early May. The winners of the first national prizes will then be invited to 
participate in a day-long guided tour in Brussels during the month on the 18th of 
May, focusing on the themes of the European Union and justice, freedom and 
security, as well as a lunch debate with Vice-President Frattini and an awards 
ceremony chaired by him. 

The best posters will be presented on the web sites of Commission Representation 
Offices in the EU countries and on Europa. They will be also employed in future 
European campaigns for promoting children's rights. 

The Commission intends to issue a Communication on the Rights of the Child in 
June 2006. This document aims at launching a strategy of promotion and protection 
of children's rights in all Commission's internal and external policies. It is based on 
the current international instruments already in place such as the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and the European Convention on Human Rights. 
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Further information is available at the following Internet addresses: 

DE and AU :    www.eurojugend.net  

UK and IE   :     www.euroyoung.com  

DK and SE :     www.euroungdom.com 

ES :        www.europajovenes.com  

ET :        www.euronoor.com  

FI :        www.euronuori.com 

FR and BE and LU :   www.eurojeune.com   

GR and CY :     http://www.evroneolea.com/   

HU :        www.euroifjusag.com  

IT :        www.eurogiovane.com  

LV :        www.eirojauniesi.com  

LT :        www.eurojaunimas.com   

MT :        www.eurozghazagh.com  

NL :        www.eurojongern.com  

PL :        http://www.euromlodziez.com/   

PT :        www.eurojovem.com  

CZ and SK :     www.euromladez.com  

SL :        www.evromladina.com  


